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Descrizione

Like railways in the 19th century and the Internet in the 21st century, steel strip production was a technology that unlocked growth in a wide
range of user industries during the 20th century. Invented in America in the 1920's to supply the fast growing auto industry with steel sheets, the
wide strip mill spread to Europe, allowing a wide range of modern manufacturing industries to emerge before and after the Second World War.
This pioneering book shows how construction of these giant strip mills spread from the US to Europe, how they were planned, built and
commissioned - transforming the lives of communities where they were located. Wide strip mills began in Europe with Ebbw Vale and Shotton in
the UK and mills in the Ukraine and Germany. But the real building boom took place in the post-war period. The Marshall Plan acted as a
midwife, providing vital financial resources. There was an intensive transatlantic flow of technology and know-how from American mill builders to
help European recovery. The early post-war mills (Port Talbot, IJmuiden, Sollac, Cornigliano, Linz) sparked off 60 years of technical innovation,
including successive generations of wide strip mills - from Generation Il (Llanwern, Sidmar) down to the latest Generation V mills (in the
Netherlands, Germany and lItaly). A decade in the making, this book draws upon a wide range of European contributors and extensive research
in public and private archives across Europe and America.
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